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FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK 
Welcome back to term 3 which promises to be another  
exciting and busy term. A number of activities have 
already been planned for both students and parents. 
For parents and prospective parents we have the 
Family Life Information session, the Toorak Primary 
School Art Show and óHow To Prepare Your Child For 
Schoolô Evening. For the students we have the 
FOOTSTEPS Disco, the Year 6/7 Reunion, our annual 
3-6 Athletics Day and various incursions and 
excursions. 
 

Incursion/Excursion  Payments 
In relation to incursions and excursions, parents are 
reminded that no payments will be taken after the 
due date. All payments need to go through our 
computer system and then reports of payments need 
to be sent to teachers. Adult/student ratios are also 
based on the number of students attending an 
excursion.   Payments made on the day of the 
excursion/incursion adds extra stress to office staff 
who have to receipt payments and alert teachers to 
these new payments, while at the same time, handle 
other parental enquiries. On the morning of the 
excursion, teachers need to deal with a number of 
organisational issues  and therefore cannot be 
following up late payments. As part of emergency 
management, documentation needs to be left at the 
office detailing exactly how many students and adults  

are on the excursion, itinerary, departure and arrival 
times. This cannot be done at the last minute. I hope 
that this makes it clearer for parents why it is 
important to have the payment cut off date. 
 

Newsletter/Notices Via Email 
We instituted the distribution of newsletters, notices 
and flyers via email as we felt that this was a more 
efficient way of providing information to parents, as 
well as caring for the environment. Many parents had 
approached the office with concerns that they were 
not receiving newsletters and notices in hard copy. If 
you have opted to receive newsletters and flyers via 
email but would now prefer to get them in hard copy, 
please let the office know.  
 

Morning Tea 
One of the roles of the Class Representatives is to 
host a morning tea after Assembly on Monday 
mornings. The Representatives rostered on for the 
next two Mondays are: 
Monday July 20 ïGrade 3/4 K ï Sarah Murphy, 
                                                      Kate Page  
Monday July 27  ïGrade 3/4Mï Natalie Veldman,  
                                                     Manuella Herrick 
If you are unable to host the Morning Tea, please see 

Marilyn regarding organising an alternative time. 
 

Family Life Parent Information Session 
Toorak Primary School is hosting a Family Life Parent 
Information session on Tuesday July 21 at 7.00pm in 
the GP Room. The session is designed to give 
parents/guardians an opportunity to develop a better 
understanding of sexuality education in schools. It will 
provide answers to  questions such as: 
What is sexuality education and why is it important? 
What are the benefits of sexuality education? 
What is included in the content of the program at 
different year levels? 
To book a place at this session, please complete the 
form that was distributed prior to the holidays and pay 
$2 admission fee. 
 

Staff Changes 
I would like to inform the community that Kirsty Costa 
has been successful in applying for a position at 
CERES (the Centre for Education and Research in 
Environmental Strategies). As you may know, Kirsty 
has a passion for Sustainability and the Environment 
and this position provides her with the opportunity to  
further her knowledge and skills in this area. Whilst at 
Toorak PS, Kirsty has been a very hard working and 
committed member of staff. She has shown herself to 
be a very caring and supportive teacher who has 
effectively catered for the needs of the students in her  

LUNCH ORDERS  www.flexischools.com.au. school code is toorak  Monday  and Friday  

   DIARY DATES 

Fri July 17 Gr 5/6 IMAX and Museum Excursion 

Tues July 21 Family Life Parent Information Evening 

Fri July 24 FOOTSTEPS Disco 

Tues July 28 Facilities Meeting 5.15pm 

Wed July 29 Curriculum meeting 4.30pm 

Thur July 30 Student Services Committee Mtg 3.45pm 

  Publicity & Marketing 4.30pm 

  Grade 5/6 Reunion 6.30pm 

Fri  July 31 Management & Resources Meeting 8.00pm 

Sun Aug 2 Working Bee Preps 

Tues Aug 4 School Council Meeting 7pm 

  COMING UP 

Aug  11-13 Toorak PS Art Show 



care. This year, as the Information and  
Communication Technologies Specialist, she has 
supported teachers and students in learning to use 
the Interactive Whiteboards that have been in-
stalled in all classrooms. She has also re-created 
the school website, initiated the development of the 
classroom blog pages and ensured that all student 
in years 3-6 have an e-pal email account. Her 
happy disposition has ensured that she has  
developed strong positive relationships with  
students, parents and staff. Kirsty is a talented 
teacher who will be missed at Toorak Primary 
School by  the school community. We wish her all 
the best in her new role. 
 

FOOTSTEPS Disco 
Toorak Primary School is hosting a disco for our 
students on Friday July 24 at St Josephôs 
Church Hall, Fitzgerald St. South Yarra.  
Children in Prep grades 1 and 2 will be grooving 
from 6-7pm and the children in grades 3-6 will be 
showing there dance moves from 7.15 to 8.30pm. 
The cost of entry is $5 which includes popcorn and 
a glo-stick. It should be a fun night!! 
 

Working Bee 
The next Working Bee will be held on Sunday the  
2nd of August. Although we ask that families from  
Prep support this Working Bee, families from any 
grade are encouraged to attend. The Working Bee 
will be held from 10am-12noon and will be followed 
by a sausage sizzle. We will be weeding garden 
beds, painting the bin enclosure fence and gener-
ally tidying the school grounds.  If you are able to 
attend, please complete the form in this  
newsletter and return it to the school office by 
Wednesday the 29th of July or if you have not  
already prepaid for Working Bees, you may like to 
make a $25 donation towards equipment and  
materials.  

TOORAK PRIMARY SCHOOL   
TERM 2 WORKING BEE 

Sunday 2nd August 2009  

 
 
Family Name:ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... 
 
 

Child/renôs names and grade:ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
We will be attending the working bee on Sunday 2nd ofAugust. 
 
Number of adults attending éééé..  
 
Number of children attending éééé.. 
 
AND / OR  I enclose $25.00 donation to the maintenance program 

Grade 6/Year 7 Reunion 
The Reunion for our Grade 6/Year 7 students will 
be held on Thursday the 30th of July. The Reunion 
will be held in the GP Room for both students and 
parents from 6.30pm ï8pm. A separate flyer con-
taining more information will be distributed early 
next week. 
 

Lunchtime/After School Activities 
Lunch-time and After School activities for this term 
include: 
LUNCH-TIME 
Tennis ïTuesdays ïAll ages  
ChessðWednesdays ï Grades 1-6 
We also have giant chess pieces available for  
children to use to play on our outdoor chess board. 
AFTER SCHOOL 
Soccer ï Tuesdays 3.45-4.30pm Grades 3-6 
Soccer ðThursdays 3.45-4.30pm Grades 1-2 
 

The Homework Club begins again next week 
and will once again be held on Thursdays.  
 
Please contact the office for 
further information. 
 
 
 
 

Furniture Available 
We have some wooden chairs that are no longer 
being used at school, available for any family who 
would like some extra chairs. Please contact the 
office to view these chairs. 
 
Marilyn Seen  
Principal  



 
 

All parents want the best for their kids, especially when it comes to food. Yet packing a lunch 
that will be enjoyed can be a challenge sometimes, as kids at school have many distractions 
that compete with eating during the allocated time. To help parents, we have come up with 
some ideas to help you pack healthy and delicious lunches. Not surprisingly, since fresh or 
ónudeô foods are much more nutritious and contain much less additives than packaged foods, 
healthy lunches are nearly always rubbish free too. 

 
Getting ready ï What do you need to put the goodies in?  
Å Have a range of different sized reusable boxes (say a set of three) or a single compart-
mented box, to separate dry and wet goodies. Donôt forget to label the boxes with your 
childôs name. 
Å An insulated bag with an ice pack is essential for meat & dairy products. 
Å For drinks, use a reusable water bottle (stainless steel or non-leaching, BPA free plastic). 
Å When shopping, buy unpackaged goods or bulk buy (e.g. a large tub of yoghurt rather than 
single portioned ones) to minimise the amount of packaging waste.  

 
Bread, Rolls, Wraps and Bagels  
Å Go for varieties: wholemeal, multigrain, rye, 12 cereal Vienna, cheese and chives, pumpkin, 
croissant, bagel, pitta pocket, Lebanese bread, focacciaé your childôs got to love some of 
these! 
Å To add interest for younger kids, cut the bread up in different ways and shapes.  

 
Fillings  
Å Cheese slices and carrot or red capsicum sticks 
Å Cream cheese, chopped celery and sultanas 
Å Roast meat (cold) with beetroot, lettuce and chutney 
Å Sliced (or whole) boiled egg, lettuce and grated beetroot 
Å Peanut butter and sliced banana 
Å Vegemite and tomato (kids love uncut cherry tomatoes) 
Å A thin layer of butter or avocado spread helps keep sandwiches from going soggy. 

 
Side Dishes and Treats  
Å A boxful of mixed seasonal fruit (e.g. melon balls, grapes and strawberries) 
Å Half an avocado (add lemon juice to avoid discolouring) or a capsicum filled with cottage 
cheese 
Å Cooked veggies (e.g. crunchy broccoli, cauliflower, purple cabbage, beetroot, roast 
pumpkin, snow peas, a small corn cob), baked beans or chick peas 
Å A cooked drum stick with fried onion and crispbread (avoid overly salted crackers or crisps) 
Å Fried rice with peas, corn, chopped capsicum and onion 
Å Cherry tomato, peas and tuna pasta 
Å Lebanese bread with hommos and tabouli rolled up 
Å Your childôs favourite sushi (avoid seafood unless it can be stored in the fridge) 
Å A homemade muffin with sultanas, chopped pumpkin, zucchini or other goodies 
Å A few dried pieces of fruit (dates, apricots, prunesé) 
Å A muesli or breakfast bar, only occasionally, as most of these have high sugar content. 
Avoid individually wrapped muesli bars, biscuits, cheese and dips as these wrappings are not 
recyclable. 



Grade 5/6 WikiSpaces 
During Computer Lab lessons in Term 2, Grade 5/6 stu-
dents created a ñwikiò about Victoria. A wiki is a collabo-
rative online encyclopaedia; the worldôs most popular 
wiki is óWikipediaô. 
To complete the project, students needed to research an 
area of interest about the state of Victoria. Next they 
edited the information in 
Microsoft Word and found 
images and photos to go 
with it. Finally, they up-
loaded their information 
onto their Wikispace and 
designed a web page using 
the Editor function. 
Our Wikispaces can be 
viewed at: 
Grade 5/6L - http://tps56l.wikispaces.com/ 
Grade 5/6M - http://tps56m.wikispaces.com/ 
Grade 5/6R - http://tps56l.wikispaces.com/ 
I hope you enjoy their websites and learn something 
new about Victoria! 
 Mrs Kirsty Costa  
 

Les Nouvelles françaises:   
Bonne rentr®e!  Welcome back to the start of another 
Semester.  The students have been looking at a couple 
of areas visited on my recent trip to France,  The most 
amazing piece of information for them is that for primary 
school children there is no school on Wednesdays.  All 
schools in France have 2 hour lunches with most having 
canteens that cook for the children.  The children have 
one hour to eat and one hour to play.  Their school day 
starts at 9.00 Am and finishes at 4.30 PM.   

The children are to be congratulated on their very fine 
performance of our recycling anthem at Tuesdayôs Bas-
tille Day assembly. 

I would like to inform parents that there are two very fine 
French films for young children being screened at ACMI.  
One is a wonderful animation that has won many 
awards, but rarely seen by English speaking audiences - 
The King and the Bird - and will be shown at ACMI on 
Sunday 9

th
 August at 12.15.   It will be in French with 

English subtitles.  The other is a Canadian film.  Itôs not 
me I swear geared towards the 12 + age group also at 
ACMI.     The character Leon has a novel approach to 
conflict resolution!  The weekend screening will be final-
ised later this week and should be in the papers. These 
are part of the Next Gen International Film Festival films 
and well worth the effort of seeing. 

Mme Anderson  

 

UNIFORM- NO JEWELLERY 
Strictly no jewellery is to be worn to school, other than 
small sleepers or studs.  Jewellery will be confiscated 
and need to be collected from Miss Seen, by a parent. 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please ensure all items of uniform are labelled clearly, 

with a first and last name.  The lost property basket is 

located outside Prep S, downstairs in the main building. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT 
Please ensure your child is appropriately dressed in 
shorts/tracksuit, t-shirt and RUNNERS on their PE 
days and for 3/4, 5/6 sport. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES:  
TUESDAY 4

TH
 AUGUST: TOORAK PRIMARY 

SCHOOL ATHLETICS YEARS 3 -6 
All students in years 3-6 will compete at Duncan 
McKinnon Reserve.  We need many helpers to run this 
event so parents, please save the date!  The Toorak 
Primary Athletics team will be selected from 
performances on this day and will go on to compete 
against other schools at the District Athletics on 
Monday 31

st
 August . 

WEDNESDAY 12
th

 AUGUST: 3/4 Hooptime Basketball 
Gala at MSAC (parent help required). 
FRIDAY 14

th
 AUGUST: Jump Rope for Heart (whole 

school fundraiser) 
FRIDAY 11

th
 SEPTEMBER: 5/6 AFL Gala Day (parent 

help required). 
 
 

Education Maintenance Allowance 
Instalment Two  
The second instalment of the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) payment is due from mid August 
onwards for those parents/guardians who have chosen 
the EFT payment option on their application form at the 
start of the year. 
 

Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA application 
at the beginning of the year do NOT need to lodge 
another EMA application to receive the second 
instalment EMA payment 
 

Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a cheque 
payment to an EFT payment will need to submit a new 
application form to the school for processing.   
Applications close on 7 August 2009.  
 

Parents/guardians who have chosen the cheque 

payment option will receive their payment from late 

August / early September. 

Further information can be obtained from: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/
default.htm 
 
Contact the school office for application forms and further 
information. 
 
KEY DATES: 
Eligibility dayð 13 July 2009  
Parent applications closeð 7 August 2009  

 

  Day Class  

Monday All 5/6, 3/4G, 3/4K 

Tuesday 3/4M, 3/4H, 1/2S, 1/2D, Prep T 

Wednesday 1/2M, 1/2T, Prep S 

Thursday All 3/4, Prep M 

Friday All 5/6 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/default.htm


 

 

 

Toorak Primary School Disco  (Run by Footsteps)  
Don't forget to buy your tickets from the office for the Toorak Primary School Disco on next  
Friday, July the 24th,  $5 each. 
 
Ticket includes entry, glow stick bracelet, popcorn, and BYO water bottle. 
 
The Preps to Grade 2 dance from 6pm until 7pm and the Grade 3's to Grade 6 dance from 7.15 
pm until 8.30pm. 
 
 It's at St Joseph's Church,  30 Fitzgerald Street,  South Yarra. Melway reference 58 C4, there 
is parking available at Jam Factory. 
NB Fitzgerald Street runs off Chapel Street opposite Borders Book Store. St Josephôs Church 
is just past Rocky Lane. This is a small 2 way street and parents are advised not to drive in to 
avoid becoming stuck in a traffic jam. 



Music at Toorak  
 

This term, each grade will be working on a short music project.  5/6 are 

composing raps based around their last termõs topic ôNatural Disastersõ and 

ôLife at Toorak Primary Schoolõ combining lyrics with rhythmic 

accompaniment and dance.  

 

Year 3/4 have been listening to 

soundtracks from movies and using  

the ideas to compose their own music for fairytale scenes.  
 

In Year 1/2ôs music lessons, they are developing their performance 

skills on the xylophone and writing their own melodies.  

 

Prep pupils will be continuing to learn a selection of songs and 

experimenting with a range of percussion instruments.  

 

 

 

 

 

Funky Choir and recorder lessons will be 

continuing this term every Tuesday.  

Junior choir and Band will be rehearsing 

every Monday .  

 
Please ensure your child brings their 
musical instrument to every rehearsal to 
enable them to get the most out of 
the time available.   1/2T having fun playing glockenspiels 

Tristan and Jean Paul practising hard 

The Australian Council on Children and the Media 
In alliance with  

Kids Free 2B Kids  

A Bratz, Britney and bralettes:  The s*xualisation of childhood  
 

Monday 3 August 2009  

7.00pm for 7.30pm to 9.30pm  

Melbourne girls grammar School, Ross Hall (Senior Campus)  

86 Anderson Street, SOUTH YARRA  

From tiny tots to late teens, girls are being preyedon, and damaged, by s*xualisation and media messages 

about weight, looks, clothes and behaviour.  The messages they are getting are wrong.  And the harm is real, 

and not just to girls. 

Come and hear three of Australiaôs best speakers on children and teens, and how to protect them: 

�x�� Steve Biddulph, well known author and family psychologist 

�x�� Julie Gale, founding director of Kids Free 2B Kids, and 

�x�� Maggie Hamilton, author of Whatôs Happening to Our girls?  Too Much, Too Soon, How Our kids are 

Overstimulated, oversold and Overs*xed. 

The evening will be chaired by well known psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.   

Seats are limited.  Tickets:  $25, and must be purchased in advance.  Registration form and more 

information can be downloaded from the ACCM website. 


