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FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK 
As I was walking into school this morning with Sarah 
Murphy, one of our parents, she said ñisnôt it wonderful 
to see students and parents going off in all directions 
to be involved in school activities.ò  
Parents and volunteers were going into classes to 
help with literacy activities and  other parents were 
heading to the staffroom to participate in a yoga class. 
One of the strengths of Toorak Primary School is the 
connected community, the strong home-school 
partnership, that has been developed over the years. 
We have an open door policy which means that 
parents are welcome into the school to not only assist 
in classrooms but also voice recommendations for 
improvement or any concerns that they may have. 
During the week we held an Open Morning and an 
Open Evening to showcase the use of interactive 
whiteboards in the classrooms. Many parents took 
advantage of this opportunity to view one of the latest 
technological tools that enhances the learning and 
teaching process. Both the students and teachers are 
finding learning and  teaching more fun and engaging 
using the interactive whiteboards. Your children must 
be coming home with stories about the whiteboards in 
the classrooms so it was wonderful to see parents 
taking and interest and coming to school to see them 
in action. Yesterday, members of the PFA  provided a  
special sausage sizzle for the students. This 
community connectedness is epitomised in our new 
school slogan. 

ñ Community Commitment To Quality Education ò 

New Website Launched 
On Tuesday during our Open Morning and Evening, 
our new website was launched. We are very proud of 
the new look ïthanks to the fine work and creativity of 
Kirsty Costa, our Information and Communication 
Technologies specialist, our website is easier to 
navigate and has enhanced access to information for 
students and parents. Students and parents are now 
able to access information through the classroom 
blogs including homework and project information, 
educational websites and the latest news. Parents will 
be able to access newsletters, incursion and 
excursion forms and the latest news from the parent 
section. Thank-you also  to Kevin Goa for the 
excellent illustrations he produced for the home page. 
The website address is:  

www.toorakps.vic.edu.au  
Please go and browse the new website 

 

Anzac Day 
Nico Snellen, one of our School Vice Captains, 
represented Toorak PS at the Anzac 
march that was held on April 19.  She 
joined Prahran RSL and other members 
of the Stonnington community in 
commemorating Anzac Day. Thanks go 
to Nico and her family for ensuring that 
Toorak PS was represented on the 
march. 
 

 

Morning Tea 
One of the roles of the Class Representatives is to 
host a morning tea after Assembly on Monday 
mornings. The Representatives rostered on for the 
next two Mondays are: 
Monday 25th May ïGrade 1/2DðNicola Lester. 
Monday 1st June ïGrade 5/6Rï Lisa Breeze, 
Katrina Jojkity 
If you are unable to host the Morning Tea, please see 
Marilyn regarding organising an alternative time. 
 

Working Bee 
The School Council has set the following dates for 
this yearôs Working Bees. Please put the relevant 
dates into your diaries. We rely on parents to help 
maintain our buildings and grounds so it would be 
great to see as many parents as possible attend 
.  

 Sunday 21st June ðGrades 3/4  
 Sunday 2nd August ðPreps  
 Sunday 13th September ðGrades 1/2  
 Sunday 11th October ðWhole School  

 Sunday 29th November ðWhole School  

LUNCH ORDERS  www.flexischools.com.au. school code is toorak  Monday  and Friday  

   DIARY DATES 

May 18-22 EDUCATION WEEK 

Mon May 25 Uni of NSW Computer Competition 

May 26-29 Gr 5/6 Camp to Warrnambool 

Thur May 28 Prep Excursion ðBotanical Gardens 

June 1-3 Gr 3/4 Camp to Waratah Bay 

Wed June 3 Zone Cross Country 

Fri June 5 World Environment Day 

  Epilepsy Trivia Challenge Gr 3-6 

Mon  June 8 QUEENõS BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 

Fri June 12 PUPIL FREE DAY  
students do not attend school on this day 
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Book Covering Working Bee                                                                           
Dear Parents,  

We have purchased new Take Home books 

for the junior grades. 

They need to be covered as soon as possible. 

We are asking for ômany handsõ to cover the 

books, 20 ð 40 minutes of your time would be 

appreciated. New helpers welcome. 
 

Date: - Tuesday May 26  

Time: -   9.00 é. 

Venue: - Staff room  

Head Lice 
We have had a few notifications of head lice recently. I 
am asking all parents to check their child/renôs hair 
over the weekend and treat any cases of head lice. If 
this is undertaken by all families, we may be able to 
eradicate the problem at least for a while.  
 

Zone Cross Country 
All the best to Andreas Papanicolaou and Justin 
Jurgens who have been successful in making it to the 
Zone Cross Country finals on Wednesday the 3rd of 
June. The boys have been busily training for this 
event.  
 

Pupil Free Day 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development has designated Friday the 12th of June 
as a Pupil Free Day for all government schools in 
Victoria so students are not required to attend school 
on this day. 
 

Marilyn Seen               Principal  

               
Last Sunday 17th May, the sun shone brightly as Toorak Primary School families joined approximately 
5000 other Melbournians at St Kilda Beach to make a human sign. The sign said óCLIMATE CHANGE: 
THE FUTURE IS IN OUR HANDSô. It was a message to the people and politicians of Australia to  
remind them about saving the environment. The sign was 350 metres long and we sat in the letter óEô at 
the end of FUTURE. 
A number of planes flew over us and took photos of our words. We were on the Channel Seven and 
Channel Nine TV news as well as Melbourne newspapers. It was a great event and we had our mes-
sage broadcast to the people of Australia. 
Thank you to those families who participated in the event as well as Miss Tate and Mrs Lomas who 
also gave up their Sunday morning to be there. 
 
The Green Team is really looking forward to World Environment Day on June 5th! 
~ Mrs Costa 

 



Health News 
 
What a fantastic week it was last week. On Monday the 11th, we had our 
Healthy Nude Food/ Rubbish free lunch day. It was great to see so many 
of the students bring in creative and nutritious lunches. Each student 
was able to gain house points if their food was healthy and without  
rubbish. The winning team for the second year in a row was NELSON!  
Congratulations!!   

   
    Angus Keeble shows off his healthy and nude food lunchbox 

 
On Friday the 15th of May was our Walk to School Safely Day. What a 
fabulous turn out by students, parents and staff. More than 170 students 
walked to school and had a healthy breakfast. Walking is a fun and easy 
way to keep fit. Letõs hope we all continue to walk to school, to keep us 
trim and terrific and save the environment by not using the car as much! 
A BIG thank you to ôThe Fruitful Shopõ in Toorak Village for donating a 
box of mandarins and a box of apples. 
 

   

YOGA FOR PARENTS  - THURSDAY MORNINGS @ SCHOOL 

 

Did you know we have a Yoga class running in the staff room every Thursday 

morning after drop off at 9.15am? The class is run by one of our mothers,  

Angela McGee, an experienced Yoga teacher, in the staffroom for one hour. 

The class is suitable for beginners and those with some experience and aims to 

help participants build mental stability and physical strength and openness  

using postures, breathing, relaxation and meditation. 

If you are interested there are a few spaces left ï all you need to do is contact 

Angela on 0431512166. The cost of each class is $10. 



Art News 
 

Art Smocks 

Art can be very messy! 

All students are to have an art smock at school. (this could be any item of 
clothing that can be placed over the uniform) 

Please have the studentôs name  in large, bold letters on the front of the  
smock for easy recognition when smocks are misplaced. 

Thank you to all those who have already brought their smocks  

 

Reduce, Reuse Recycle. 
The students of grades one and two would greatly appreciate your help. 

They are creating a number of artworks using recycled materials. 

 

They are collecting  

used tickets of any description...( met cards, theatre tickets, movie tickets etc) 

bar codesé(please remove from any item - magazines, paper, cardboard and plastic 

packaging, clothing price tags etc) 

interesting household recyclables - in colours of yellow, green, blue, purple, red and 

white. ie. anything that would create interest -  packaging, like onion bags, 

unwanted clothing or shoes, broken toys etc. The whole item does not need to be 

the particular colour as the students take colours needed from these items. 

Unwanted/damaged C.D.s. or DVDôs 

take away food containers 

ice-cream containers 
 

Please forward items to the art room. 

Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Toorak Art Exhibition   11
th

 ï 14
th

 August 2009 

Kinross House Gallery, Toorak Uniting 

Church 
 

Our bi-annual art show is coming up and I will soon be asking for your help to make it 

happen. Many art works will need to be mounted and labeled (days to be decided) before 

the exhibition and ómany hands make light workô when hanging the display at the gallery 

on the 11th of August. 

 

Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.    

 

Thank you.   

Mrs. Lynne Ring 

Visual Art Teacher 

 


