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FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK 
All staff and students are working hard this term  
preparing for the assessment and report writing 
process. The students in Years 3 and 5 are also 
preparing for The National Assessment Program ï
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests. The 
NAPLAN tests are conducted by the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). The 
results of the tests provide diagnostic information 
for parents and teachers about a childôs 
performance in Literacy and Numeracy. Although 
the Year 3 and 5 students have been preparing for 
the tests as part of their work in the classroom, 
parents may be interested in viewing sample tests 
and supporting their children in working through 
these tests. The website to access these tests is 
http://www.naplan.edu.au/test_samples.html. 
  

Building Works 
You may be wondering why work on the Multi-
Purpose Hall/Canteen project has not yet begun. 
We received funding for it from the State  

Government last year through the Better Schools 
Today Program (BST), the  
School Council targeted extra school funds to 
supplement the funding to ensure the Hall would 
accommodate the whole student population and the 
architects assigned to the project have developed 
wonderful plans. So why hasnôt work begun?? 
The Commonwealth Government recently launched 
their Building The Education Revolution Program 
(BER) as part of the Economic Stimulus Plan.  All 
primary schools are eligible to apply for two forms of 
funding based on their enrolments. 
 

1. National School Pride Funding  to be used to 
refurbish school infrastructure and build 
learning environments to help children, families 
and communities participate in activities that 
support achievement, develop learning 
potential and bring communities together. 
There are two rounds of funding in this 
category. 
 

2. Primary Schools For The 2
1st

 Century to be 
used to build or renew large scale 
infrastructure. 

 There are three rounds of funding in this 
 category. 

 

At the end of last term, we applied for $150,000, the 
maximum possible based on our enrolments, through 
Round One of the National School Pride Program . 
We were successful and will be using this funding to 
create an outdoor learning area beside the grade 3/4 
portables and we will refurbish the GP Room 
including the kitchen and office. 
Through the Schools for the 21

st
 Century Program , 

we are eligible to apply for $2,500,000. However, we 
are not allowed to have two building projects 
occurring on the same site at the same time, so the 
Department has recommended that we put the 
Multipurpose Hall project on hold, apply for funding to 
build a Library and four permanent classrooms 
through the BER program and roll the two projects 
into one. With the assistance of personnel from the 
Regional Office, we applied for Round Two 
Commonwealth funding last Thursday and should 
hear if we were successful shortly. If we are 
successful building works should begin before the end 
of the year as the timelines are very tight. The 
Commonwealth wants funding expended as soon as 
possible. I will continue to keep the community 
informed  of these exciting projects through future 
newsletters. If you would like to view projected plans, 
please come and see me at the office. 

LUNCH ORDERS  www.flexischools.com.au. school code is toorak  Monday  and Friday  

   DIARY DATES 

Fri May 8  Mothersõ Day Stall 

Mon May 11 Fruit and Vegetable Day 

  PFA Meeting 9.30 After Assembly 

Tues May 12 NAPLAN Testing begins for students  in 
Years 3 and 5 -Language Conventions/
Writing  

  FOOTSTEPS Dance sessions 

  School Council Meeting 7pm 

Wed May 13 NAPLAN -Reading 

Thur May 14 NAPLAN ðNumeracy 

Fri May 15 WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 

  Year 5 and 6 Hockey Gala Day 

May 18-22 EDUCATION WEEK 

Tues 19 OPEN MORNING and OPEN EVENING 

  FOOTSTEPS Dance sessions 

Wed 20 Year 5/6 Fire Education 

  Whole School Sausage Sizzle 



This poem was written by one of our Grade 
1/2 students to commemorate Anzac Day.  
Well done, Bridie! A very moving poem.  

 

ON ANZAC DAY  
 

On Anzac day we remember 
Men fought till they could 

Fight no more.  
On Anzac day we remember  

 many tears 
were shed and children and 
women were taken away. 

On Anzac day we remember 
Poppies grew amongst 
The blood soaked field. 

  
              By Bridie Noonan 1/2D 

 

Mothersõ Day Stall 
The PFA are running a Mothersô Day stall, tomorrow 
Friday the 8th of May. Dads please make sure your 
child/children bring along between $1.50 and $4.50 to 
buy a special present for mum. The Mothersô Day stall 
will run in the morning. 

Entertainment Books 
Entertainment Books were sent home during the week 
to families who wanted to view the books. The 
2009/2010 Entertainment Book features many of 
Melbourneôs best restaurants, cafes,  
hotel accommodation and attractions-all with valuable 
25% to 50% off and 2 for 1 offers. The book costs $65 
of which $13 goes to the school. You only have to use 
the book two or three times to get your money back.  
A great present for Mothersô Day! 
 

Morning Tea 
One of the roles of the Class Representatives is to 
host a morning tea after Assembly on Monday 
mornings. The Representatives rostered on for the 
next two Mondays are: 
Monday 11th May ïPFA MeetingðAll parents 
welcome 
Monday 18th May ïGrade 1/2Mï Sheri Vogel, 
Sophie Genreau 
If you are unable to host the Morning Tea, please see 
Marilyn regarding organising an alternative time. 
 

Working Bee 
There was a very disappointing turnout to the Grade 
5/6 Working Bee. Only one family from the Grade 5/6 
area came to helpðThe Martini family and two other 
helpful parents from the Grade 1/2 areaðDarryl Jones 
and John Colville. Fifteen families have prepaid for 
Working Bees in Grade 5/6é.that leaves 45 families 
from whom we received no response. If you would like 
to make a donation towards the maintenance of our  
buildings and grounds, please see Ann or Jenny in the 
office. Families are expected to pay $50 if they do not 
attend working bees to help with the upkeep of our 
buildings and grounds. We have employed a 
handyman who has been undertaking many of the odd 
jobs around the school including the cleaning of 
guttering and carpentry jobs. 
 

Education Week 
Education Week is being held from Monday the 18th of 
May to Friday the 22nd of May. There will be an Open 
Morning and an Open Evening on Tuesday the 19th of 
May. School Captains will be taking tours of the school 
and students will be showcasing their skills using the 
Interactive Whiteboards. All parents are welcome  to 
view 
encouraged to attend to view teaching and ling the 
Interactive  
Teaching and learning using the Interactive 
Whiteboards. Open Morning is from 9.30-11am and 
Open evening is from 6.30-7.30pm. There are many 
other activities planned for the week including a 
sausage sizzle and pyjama party. Please look for more 
information included in this  
Newsletter. 

Marilyn Seen            Principal  

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCATION  
 
Mothersô Day Stall 

 
Reminder:  There will be 
gorgeous gifts suitable for 
your mother for sale on 
Friday.  Donôt forget to 
bring some money.  Items 
for sale will vary from $1.50 
up to $4.50.   
 

 
 
Who are the PFA?  
Toorak Primary Schoolôs Parents and Friends 
Association is a great way to become an integral 
part of your childrenôs school. We organise 
several fundraising activities throughout the year 
ï with an emphasis on socialising, community 
spirit and fun.  
 
Weôre always looking for more people to become 
involved. So why not come along to a meeting 
and check us out? Our next meeting will be a 
morning one ï 9.30am on Monday 11 May 2009. 
In the meantime, if youôd like any more details 
please contact our president Angela McGee 
(angela@kcmanagement.com.au). 



STOP PRESS: TOORAK PRIMARY CLEANS UP ITS ACT  
In 2008, Toorak Primary School completed the Core Module for the Australian Sustainable 
Schools Initiative (AuSSI) and received the first of five stars. Well done everyone! This year our 
school is undertaking the Waste Module. We aim to improve our recycling and compost systems 
and educate our community about the issues of waste.  
One of the initiatives we are introducing on World Environment Day (Friday June 5

th
) is a waste 

take-in / take-out system at our school. We will be encouraging families to bring ónude foodô to 
school EVERY DAY, that is, food without packaging or wrappers. If students do bring wrappers 
or packaging, they will be asked to take them home and not dispose of them at school. The 
Green Team will be taking photos of the best ónude foodô lunchboxes to display in the newsletter. 
In the lead up to our new waste system, we will again be selling 4MyEarth lunch wraps which are much better 
than paper and plastic wrappers. This will not only help the environment but is a fundraiser for our school. Orders 
are due on Monday 18

th
 May, please see the form included with this newsletter. 

 

HUMAN SIGN, Sunday May 17
th

 at St Kilda Beach  
Annette Ross has kindly offered to help organise our schoolôs participation and will be asking you soon if your 
family would like to come along. If we have enough families, we will be getting our own letter to form on the 
beach.  For more information, visit http://www.live.org.au 

Kirsty Costa, Sustainability Coordinator 

Green Team Tips 
At school we use compost bins. At home start you own compost bin by using a bucket for food scraps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find a place in your garden to empty your food scraps. By George, Grace, Isabelle and the Green Team 
 

Using the Internet at Home 
The Internet is growing every day. In February 2007, a company called Netcraft found 108,810,358 distinct 
websites. The Internet has become an important learning and teaching tool for primary school students. We 
regularly use websites at Toorak Primary School to support our curriculum and also encourage students to 
connect with the world around them. 

 

There are many fantastic websites on the Internet that can be used at home to support classroom learning. The 
Department of Education has just launched óConnectô and has created website just for Primary students http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/primary/ 
We are now using this website instead of óGoogleô to research topics. óConnectô also has links to many appropriate 
and exciting English and Maths games. 

 

You can help your child become ótech savvyô by talking about how to use the Internet safely. Being safe online 
means:  
* protecting privacy and personal information.  
* selecting appropriate spaces to work and contribute.  
* protecting the privacy of others.  
* being proactive in letting someone know if something is 'not quite right'.  
At home, we recommend you: 
* make some time to sit with your child to find out how they are using the Internet and who else is involved in any 
online activities. 
* have the computer with Internet access in a shared place in the house ï not your child's bedroom. 
You can also ask questions when your child shows you what they are doing, such as: 
- How does it work and how do you set it up? 
- Who is else is sharing this space or game - do you know them or ñmeetò them online? 
- Can you see any risks or dangers in the activity?  
- When would you inform an adult about an incident that has happened online that concerns you? Discuss why 
your child might keep it to themselves. 
- Why is this so enjoyable? What makes it fun?  
For more information, visit the Federal Governmentôs óNet Alertô website  http://www.netalert.gov.au/ 

Kirsty Costa, ICT Coordinator 

       YES                      NO  

Õ Fruit scraps 
Õ Vegetable scraps 

Õ Torn up pieces of a brown paper bag 

Õ Tea leaves 

Õ Coffee grounds 

Õ Tea bag (staple free) 

Õ Grass clippings 

Õ Fallen leaves 

Õ Soft prunings 

r Citrus(oranges, mandarins, lemons) 
r Meat 
r Lollies 
r Cheese or dairy 
r Cling wrap 
r Plastic 
r Bottles 
r Metal 
r White paper 

http://www.live.org.au
http://www.netalert.gov.au/


Education Maintenance Allowance 
The fist semester cheques have arrived at the 
school office. 
Please see Ann or Jenny in the office at your earliest 
convenience. 

TRUST FUND AND BUSHFIRE DONATIONS 
The tax-deductible letter receipts were sent home 
recently to those families who paid the donations. 
If the name of the person claiming the tax deduction 
is incorrect on the letter, please return the receipt to 
the school office with the requested change and a 
replacement receipt will be issued. 
Re the bushfire donationsðif the donation was less 
than $10 then the ATO will accept a claim on the 
donorôs personal tax return without a receipt. 

Physical Education and Sport: New timetable 
Please ensure your child is appropriately dressed in 
shorts/tracksuit, t-shirt and RUNNERS on their PE 
days and for 3/4, 5/6 sport. 
3-6 Sport is currently Footsteps on a Tuesday. 

Physcial Education- 3/4 and 5/6 Hockey-

mouthguards 
Students in years 3-6 are currently doing a hockey 
unit.  It is strongly suggested to purchase 
mouthguards for safety purposes.  These will also 
be used for other sports, such as football. 
Thank you to those families who have already 
purchased one. 

Siona Granger 

UNIFORM- NO JEWELLERY 
Strictly no jewellery is to be worn to school, other 
than small sleepers or studs.  Jewellery will be 
confiscated and will need to be collected from Mrs 
Seen, by a parent. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please ensure all items of uniform are labelled 
clearly, with a first and last name.  The lost property 
basket is located outside Prep S, downstairs in the 
main building. 
 

Library News 
A reminder to students and parents that all students 
may borrow two books for two weeks. 
Picture books, chapter books and non-fiction books 
are all available for borrowing. 

Students that have overdue books 
cannot borrow until the items have 
been returned to the library  
Please note that lost or damaged 
books incur a replacement fee of 
$20. 

  Day Class  

Monday All 5/6, 3/4G, 3/4K 

Tuesday 3/4M, 3/4H, 1/2S, 1/2D, Prep T 

Wednesday 1/2M, 1/2T, Prep S 

Thursday Prep M 

Friday   

Health News 
Next week is a very busy week!!! Monday 
11

th
 May is Nude Food/ Rubbish Free 

Lunch Day  at TPS. It marks the beginning 
of FRUIT and VEG WEEK.  On this day we 
ask that students and parents pack a 
healthy lunchbox that requires no plastic or paper 
wrappers. Place food in Tupperware containers in-
stead. 1 house point will be allocated to each child 
that brings a healthy lunch and another house point 
will go to each child that has brought no rubbish. The 
winning house will be announced in assembly on 
Monday 18

th
 May and their name will go on the big 

apple in the foyer. Each student in that house will re-
ceive a Healthy Food sticker and know that they have 
been kind to their environment and their bodies!!! On 
the Friday 15

th
 of this week, we will also be hosting 

the Walk to  School Day.  Parents and students are 
asked to walk to school as part of the healthy active 
schools initiative. Walking helps to save the environ-
ment by limiting car use, fuel and exhausts into the 
environment AND helps to encourage regular physi-
cal activity! 
 
How can families entice children to make health-
ier choices? Here are some points to help pro-
mote healthy options and drinks and limit 
ñsometimesò foods at home and school. 
Be a role model 

Childrenôs tastes and food habits are influenced by 
parents and caregivers. It is important therefore to set 
a healthy example for the children by ensuring that 
children see parents and caregivers enjoying a variety 
of fruits and vegetables every day. 
Eat a healthy breakfast 

Breakfast is not only filling, but improves concentra-
tion, memory and provides essential energy to last 
children throughout the day. Children who eat break-
fast are less likely to look to ñsometimesò food to fill 
the void. 
Eat together 

Mealtime is an important opportunity to see the whole 
family eat healthy meals together. This time can be 
used to talk about what the family was eating and 
how it was made. 
Involve your children in the shopping and food preparation 

Grocery shopping and food preparation are essential 
skills, which will serve children throughout their lives. 
Cooking teachers children to identify flavours, recog-
nize ingredients and use mathematics when measur-
ing quantities. 
Jane Hill, Home Economics Victoria ï Go For Your 
Life 
 

Miss Gaussen ð Health Leader 

For Sale:  Kids Car Bed (red racing car).  
Includes matching hutch and specially fitted 
futon mattress.  Very good condition.  Only $350 
the lot.  Please contact Tiffany 0412 388 131 



Prep M News.  
Our Inquiry Unit topic this term is òSee How We Growó. We have been learning 

how to keep our bodies healthy and discussing things in our environment that 

grow, for example, trees, people and animals.  

We all brought in a baby photo of ourselves and held a ôGuessing Competitionõ. It 

was interesting to see how we had all grown and changed over time.  

Here are some of the comments the children made when comparing their baby 

photo to how they look now.  

 

In Mathematics,  we have been using a 10-frame to help us learn about numbers 

from 1 -10. We count forwards and backwards from 1 -20 daily and have fun 

putting numbers in the correct order. We are learning about positional language, 

for example, in front of, behind, next to and under. We have also been measuring 

various objects around the room using informal units, for example, footprints.  

 

In Literacy , we are busy learning our MIOOW words and letters in the alphabet. 

We have learnt how to write a Recount and are now beginning to write a simple 

Procedure. We are trying hard to remember to start a sentence with a capital 

letter and put a fullstop at the end.  Have a nice day!  
 

Miss Mullen and Prep M 

George ò Iõm a big person now and I have grown up. I have more hair on 

my head than when I was a baby.ó 

Kelvin ò The Doctor said I was cute when I was born. I have a lot more 

hair now.ó 

Vaani ò I had a little bit of hair when I was born and now I have more.ó 

Annabel ò Iõve changed because I had black hair as a baby and now Iõve got 

blonde hair.ó 

Charlotte  ò I had dark brown hair when I was born and now I have light 

brown hair.ó 

Teodora  ò I was small when I was born, now I am big.ó 

Cici ò I can talk now but I could not when I was a baby.ó 

Jonathan  òI could only crawl when I was a baby but now I can walk.ó 

Cameron òIõve grown up. My hair is longer too.ó 

Gia ò When I was a baby someone cut my hair and now it is long.ó 

Evelina ò I have more hair now that I am older.ó 

Taylan ò I can talk, I have more hair and am grown up.ó 

Iryna  ò My eyes have changed. They use to be green but now they are 

blue.ó 

Hiruni  ò I had short hair when I was born but now it is much longer. I 

lived in Sri Lanka but now I live here.ó 

Alanah ò I had black hair when I was born and now it s blonde. ò 



Education Week is being held at Toorak Primary School from Monday 18 th  May until 

Friday 22 nd May.  Students will be participating in the following events;  

An Education Week flyer will be sent home next week detailing the weekõs events. 
 
 

Date  Activity  

Monday 18th  May Education Week launch at the school assembly (9am)  

Pyjama Party ð Bring your pyjamas and favourite book 

to school to share with other students (9.30am)  

Busking ð Students can prepare an act/song to perform 

on the basketball courts during lunch time.  Each grade 

level will be allocated a day (Grade 3/4 - Monday) 

Class Mural ð Throughout the week, students will work 

on a class mural depicting the strengths of the school 

community at Toorak Primary School.  

Tuesday 19th  May Tour of the school for new families (9am ð 11am) 

Busking (Grade 5/6)  

Open Night ð Each class will present a different focus 

of learning using the Interactive White Board.  These 

sessions will be run by the students.  (6.30 ð 7.30pm) 

Footsteps Dance Sessions ð (9am ð 1pm) 

Wednesday 20 th  May PFA Sausage Sizzle 

Fire Education for Grade 5/6  

Little Red Riding Hood performance P - 6 

Thursday 21 st  May Football Clinics for Grade 5/6  

Busking (Grade 1/2)  

Friday 22 nd May Hockey Day Grade 5/6  

Busking (Prep) 


