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From the Foundation Principal 
 
I have been working on our 
school for three terms now and 
we are now entering the critical 
term 4. Over this time, I will be 
hiring our teachers and putting 
the final planning in place to give 
us the very best start I can. 
 
Next week I will be visiting Nanjing 

in China with the Richmond West Primary School 
community. This will be a good way for me to build 
my expertise in the Chinese language area and 
connect with one of our schools. 
 
One plan I have is to start the work setting up our 
first sister school relationship. I plan that our school 
will have solid national and international 
relationships. The Jiangsu Provincial Department of 
Education has confirmed that Tianjiabing Senior 
High School welcomes me for a visit there. They will 
also arrange a visit to a feeder junior high school in 
the area.  
 
I can’t let this newsletter pass without some 
comment of the excitement we feel about our AFL 
team the Richmond Tigers first foray into the finals in 
years. I like to draw parallels between us and 
Richmond Football Clubs careful rebuilding of their 
team, doing the hard work and recruiting and 
developing talent. It reflects closely my thinking as I 
lay the foundations of an amazing school. I am 
getting good draft picks too! In all seriousness, good 
luck to them over the next weeks! 
 
We have sent out a copy of some uniform thinking. 
Please complete the Survey Monkey to give us 
feedback on this uniform document: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DP5C35N 
Complete by Sunday 1 October, 2017 
 

 
If I was in a school with my students I would be 
supporting students to feel positive about the current 
postal survey on marriage equal rights, and to 
conduct themselves with care and consideration for 
others. I would be absolutely supporting LGBTIQ 
students and families and letting them know they 
have our protection. Safe Schools for me is about all 
parts of our community feeling a sense of place, love 
and connection regardless of our differences. I 
would simply ask each person to respect and hear 
others, acknowledge any differences and remember 
all young people are vulnerable and adults should 
be mindful of that.  
 
There is no doubt however that LGBTIQ children 
need special consideration and protection at this 
time – my call is that we all remember this. One 
thing for sure is that LGBTIQ children will always be 
safe – an importantly feel safe - in any school I lead, 
as will every child. 
 
It is fitting that our national leaders have passed 
laws to ensure Australians who feel vilified, 
intimidated or threatened by another person's 
conduct during the same-sex marriage campaign will 
have legal recourse under emergency laws being 
rushed through Parliament this week. We should all 
take our lead from that. 
 
This will be our last newsletter this term. Have a 
great spring vacation and I look forward to meeting 
more of our families next term. 
 
COLIN SIMPSON 
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Next term we will begin to release our branding and 
values. Here is a sneak peak of the beautiful logo mark 
work from Seesaw – which we will take you through 
next term. These ideas in image and text have been 
framed by our community consultation, my values as a 
school leader and my sense of our community. I 
thought I would remind you of where we are and give 
you a taste of our brand pillars and values for a school 
and students. 
 
Vision 
Richmond High School will be an inclusive, high quality 
co-educational school, serving the children of its local 
area. Students from Richmond High School will be 
active and informed, creative thinkers, self-motivated, 
skilled and knowledgeable, lifelong learners, 
entrepreneurial, collaborative, critical thinkers and great 
communicators. They will also be resilient, self-
confident, passionate and compassionate individuals, 
who will have developed beyond their expectations. 
They will be significant contributors to the life of our 
community. 
 
Mission 
At Richmond High School we combine high 
expectations with genuine care and support. We 
embrace difference and diversity in its many forms.�We 
work to make a difference in the lives of the students in 
our care. To help them appreciate their innate value. To 
encourage them to become learners for life. To inspire 
creativity and original thinking. To prepare them for an 
ever-changing world. To guide and craft them into 
young adults who in their own way make a difference in 
the world.  
 
Values as a school 

• Creativity.� 
• Diversity. 
• Intelligence. 
• Expectation. 

o Making a difference.  
 
Creativity  
Creativity can be seen in all aspects of our school.  
From its bespoke multi-level multi-functional design... to 
the innovative ways we deliver curriculum... to the 
many ways we encourage creative thinking.  
 
Diversity  
Our school has a strong ethos of inclusion, with 
emphasis on respect for all and the embracing of 
difference and diversity...� 
– including gender, culture, and religion  
– as well as ideas.  
 
 

Intelligence  
Einstein said “The true sign of intelligence is not 
knowledge, but imagination.”  
We aim to inspire imagination and original thinking 
while developing our students’ thirst for knowledge and 
understanding.  
We encourage learning for life.  
 
Expectation  
We are a high expectation school.  
We expect our students to work hard, set high 
standards for themselves and strive to be the best they 
can be.  
We also set high expectations for ourselves. We 
promise our students all the support, care and 
encouragement they need.  
 
Making a Difference  
We hope to make a profound difference in young 
people’s lives – to model and mentor positive attitudes 
and actions. We want school life to be a rewarding, 
challenging and enjoyable experience.  
Our ultimate aspiration for our students is that they be a force 
for good in whatever endeavours they choose to follow.  
 
Student values 

• Learn for life. 
• Respect for all.� 
• Aim high, work hard.  
• Be the best you can be.  

o Make a difference.  
 
Learn for life.  
The best way to prepare for an ever-changing world is 
to learn to never stop learning.  
Those who do will have a rich, rewarding and exciting 
life.  
 
Respect for all.  
We embrace difference in its many forms. In culture, 
gender and religion.  
 
Aim high, work hard.  
The school and your teachers have high expectations 
of you.  
We expect you to work hard.�And when you need 
support we promise to give it.  
 
Be the best you can be.  
You come to the school as a child and leave as a 
young adult.  
We hope you use your time here to become the best 
you can be.  
 
Make a difference.  
We aim to be a school that makes a difference in your 
life so you can make a difference in the world.  
 
“Be yourself, everyone else is taken”, Oscar Wilde 
 
The school values are settling now, the Draft Student 
Values will be held as draft until the students and I 
agree they are settled. These should be visited 
generationally by our students. My plan will be that 
Seesaw will support this process each time. 
 
COLIN SIMPSON 


